
Precinct Committee People (PCP) & SD GOP 

 

This document was put together for explanation purposes as questions arose regarding all 

the messages and links that were communicated with you as a result of the Taffy Howard 

interview.  If you are in the beginning stages of politics regarding the SD GOP, it may be 

confusing to understand the gist of the Taffy Howard interviews. Hopefully this 

document will clear up some of those questions. 

 

Each county in the state of SD is made up of districts, which are broken down into 

precincts for voting purposes.  Within each precinct is a position for a precinct 

committeeman and a precinct committeewoman.  People can sign up for a precinct 

committee positions for the precinct in which they live at their county auditor’s office.  If 

there are 2 or more men or women that sign up for these positions, then these people get 

put onto the ballot and voted for during the primary election.  Whoever wins or ends up 

in the precinct committee positions, is eligible to go to the SD GOP convention held in 

June.  If there are no people that sign up for the precinct committee positions, then the 

spots are left empty and there is no representation for that precinct.  Historically, at least 

50% of these seats have been vacant.   At the SD GOP convention, the precinct 

committee people are allowed to vote on the platform and rules being presented along 

with the SD Constitutional officers.  The SD Constitutional officers consist of Lieutenant 

Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, State Auditor, State Treasurer and Public 

Utilities Commissioner. 

 

Another function of the Precinct committee people is to serve as a voting member of the 

central committee and to elect the county GOP leadership.  Each county has a Chair, 

Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, State Committeeman and State Committeewoman.    

Members of the county level executive board are given the opportunity to vote for 

members of the State Central Committee. 

 

In the state of South Dakota, the grassroots got involved in numerous counties and 

stepped up to fill empty spots or were elected into the precinct committee positions in 

2022.  The newly elected delegates committee people showed up in force at the SD GOP 

convention in June of 2022 and made a statement by voting out Steve Barnett 

(establishment Secretary of State) and nearly voted out the Lieutenant Governor and 

Attorney General.  A new attendance record was set of 687 delegates, the largest in state 

history.   The establishment GOP immediately started strategizing to never let this happen 

again.  They are purposing changes to the bylaws that will strip away the voting rights of 

the precinct committee delegates forever.   

 

The first order of business that many county central committees have set about doing is 

changing the meeting dates of the county meetings whereby they elect the new county 

leadership.  The State GOP elections have typically been held in February, thereby 

allowing the county elections to be held in January.  This year, the state GOP has upped 

their Central Committee meeting from February to the middle of January.  The county 

GOP meetings are purposely being pushed to the end of January so that the current 

county leadership (the establishment) is allowed to vote for the new state level leadership, 



effectively silencing the new county delegates for the next two years.  The candidate for 

state chair endorsed by current county GOP RINOS is John Wiik.  He does not represent 

conservative grassroots ideals and supports removing precinct committee voting rights.  

State Rep, Kevin Jensen, also running for state chair, DOES represent conservative 

grassroots values and does NOT support removing precinct voting rights.  

 

The State Central Committee meeting will be held January 14th.  Some counties that 

scheduled their county elections prior to this date will be represented by their newly 

elected leaders chosen by the new precinct committee members.  The counties that 

refused to schedule these meetings, in a desperate power grab, will be represented by 

committee members that are not the slightest bit interested in representing the duly 

elected precinct committee delegates of their county.  These state committee members 

will be voting on the proposed changes to the bylaws.  These changes for the SD GOP 

can be found in the Bylaws Committee Report and the Proposed Amendments 1 and 2.  

These amendments, if passed, will adversely impact the voting power of the precinct 

committee people at the state GOP convention and change the political landscape in our 

state forever.  It will give all the power to a few, select elites and further remove the party 

from the average, hard-working republican voter.   

 

The current GOP leadership will go about the business of voting on the SD GOP rules or 

laws at the Central Committee meeting held January 14th.  These bylaws for the SD GOP 

can be found in the Bylaws Committee Report and the Proposed Amendments 1 and 2.  

These amendments, if passed, will adversely impact the voting power of the precinct 

committee people at the state GOP convention.   

 

This is what we are battling in the state of SD.  What you can do is make some phone 

calls to your county GOP leadership and let them know what it is you support.   

 

This document was put together for explanation purposes.  We encourage you to get 

involved at the precinct level if you aren’t already.  Signup to fill the spots of precinct 

committee people. Once you get assigned to these positions, get involved at your local 

county level.  Start asking questions of your county GOP leadership and hold them 

accountable.  This is just one more way we can start to take the power back from these 

people and work to get our freedoms back. 


