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Was the South Dakota Republican State Convention a positive or a negative event?  A retrospect of three-days 
in Watertown shows there was plenty of both.  DakotaScales attempted to procure a press pass for me to cover 
the event, but the state GOP didn’t answer their phone calls or return emails, so instead I presented a letter of 
authorization and was granted a press credential - for about ten minutes.  State party Chairman, Dan Lederman, 
revoked my press pass because it was “not arranged in advance” – never mind DakotaScales’ fruitless attempts.   
But the good news is that I was able to attend the convention anyway - as a sidelines “attendee”.    

So, what were the negatives? 

The state party’s lack of communication, poor preparation, confusing and contradictory information, to name a 
few.  But the worst negative aspect of the convention was the $150 “poll tax” delegates had to pay if they 
wanted to vote on the Platform and Resolutions on the convention floor on Friday.  The $150 charge sparked 
widespread outrage among many of the delegates and County Chairs.  A poll tax is a means to disenfranchise 
voters and it is repugnant to Republican ideals.  It also reinforces the ‘country club elitist’ image of the 
Republican Party.  When pressed to explain the pay-to-play feature of this year’s convention, Chairman 
Lederman bristled and said that “it takes money to put on a convention”.  True enough, but seasoned convention 
goers could not remember a time when they had to pay to vote on the platform and resolutions, and the large 
number of first-time attendees were shocked by this oppressive requirement.  There is no doubt that the 
unexpected cost dissuaded some delegates from attending on Friday, but many decided to ‘bite the bullet’ and 
show up anyway.  After all, they were elected to represent their precincts, so show up they did.  A record 687 
delegates were registered by Saturday. 

That brings me to the positive aspects of the convention.     

The Chairman of the Platform committee, Senator John Wiik, made an admirable effort to accommodate all 
suggestions and points of view concerning the planks of the platform.  Doing due diligence, he held three pre-
convention Zoom meetings where ideas were presented, discussed, and submitted to the Platform Committee 
via committee members.  When the committee convened, the room was packed with passionate people who 
were allowed to interact with them.  Chairman Wiik ran a fair committee, making sure that every point of view 
was given reasonable consideration, even though that pushed the meeting two hours beyond its scheduled 
adjournment.  Not everyone was happy, but everyone was heard. 

On Friday, when the delegates-in-good-standing (the 263 who paid the money) convened, they were presented 
with a block set of 8 resolutions, but ‘division’ was called, meaning that delegates wanted to approve most – but 
not all the resolutions.  Passed by acclamation were the following Resolutions:  #2 – Promoting Energy 
Security; #3 – Supporting Public Safety and Emergency Services Professionals; #4 – Opposition to the Federal 
30 by 30 Land Grab; #6 – a Resolution on Border Security; and #7 – a Resolution Thanking President Donald 
Trump.  

Pulled for individual consideration were the following Resolutions:  #1 – Affirming the Sanctity of Life, which 
was unanimously approved after a minor adjustment in terminology.   Resolution #5 - Applauding Chairman 
Lederman for his Leadership and Growth of the Party, and Resolution #8 – Expressing Strong Support of 
Governor Noem, Senator Thune, and Congressman Johnson.  Resolutions #5 and #8 met with great resistance 
from the delegates.  Many approached the microphone to articulate their grievances.  The chaos that plagued the 
convention and Lederman’s recruitment, promotion, and financial support of Democrats who change parties to 
put another weak ‘R’ in office, merited the Lederman resolution a lackluster vote, with 44% of the delegates 



voting against it in a count-off vote.  Delegates who spoke at the microphone also expressed disillusionment 
with our national delegation and Governor, citing their surrender to the ‘woke’ agenda, incurious attitude 
toward election integrity, support of red flag laws, out-of-control spending, and specifically Governor Noem’s 
attempt to shut our state down while claiming otherwise.  This was not a count-off vote, but it passed with about 
the same resistance.   

Credit should be given to Ried Holien, who presided over the convention.  He allowed great latitude to the 
delegates to suspend the adopted rules and make improvements to the Platform language on the floor.  Most 
noteworthy was the following change in plank 3.3: “We oppose government medical mandates, coercion, and 
intimidation of individuals.”  The committee attempted to strike the word “government”, but the split vote tie 
was broken by the chair, and it stayed in.  A majority of the delegates voted on the floor to strike that word in a 
clear victory for individual freedom! 

Saturday brought more excitement when Monae Johnson, challenger to current Secretary of State Steve Barnett, 
won the nomination for Secretary of State in a decisive 61% victory.  Election integrity, election staff training, 
and efficiency formed her successful platform.  Marty Jackley, the establishment candidate for nomination to 
the Attorney General spot was the victor over David Natvig, a late comer to the race amid high-profile 
impeachment proceedings.  Despite Jackley’s name recognition and political connections, Natvig’s law-and-
order message resonated with over 46% of the delegates.   

The last vote of the convention saw Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden losing 44% of the delegate vote to Steve 
Haugaard after Haugaard’s surprise challenge and 20-hour campaign on the theme of uniting the factions to 
work together on issues. 

The gavel came down after announcing that Pierre is the site of the 2024 convention and Rapid City will host 
the convention in 2026, but the excitement was not over yet.  Conservative delegates and members of the 
(documented) press gathered in a meeting room for an announcement.  South Dakota will now have an official 
House Freedom Caucus under the leadership of Representative Aaron Aylward, District 6 - Sioux Falls, and 
Representatives Tony Randolph and Tina Mulally, both from District 35 – Rapid City.  The announcement was 
made by Andy Roth, House Freedom Caucus, Washington DC, who advises state level groups. 

All things considered, the answer to the question posed at the beginning of this account is this:  due to the 
determination, participation, and cooperation of so many first-time and veteran delegates, the positive outcomes 
of the weekend South Dakota Republican State Convention definitely outweigh the negative.                                       

 

 

	


