
I'm John Carley and I'm running to be your State Senator for our district here 
(district 29 - encompassing Meade County and parts of Pennington & Butte County). 
 
I live, shop, eat, and worship right here in Piedmont and run a business with my wife 
and five kids.  I was born and grew up about a five hour drive from the Black Hills.  
Later, I went to college, started a business, met my wife, and  brought our family to 
the Black Hills.  With 30 years of business background and hard work on many 
boards and non-profits, I have a unique background in serving people.  My faith in 
the Lord and the Bible leads me. 
 
I'm running because I suspect, like you, I'd like our area to thrive by standing 
for Constitutional Liberties, Cutting Spending and Taxes, and Cherishing 
families.  You may have seen my signs -- CARLEY for FREEDOM. 
 
Unfortunately, my opponents (Wink and Zerbst) have voted in 2021 for excessive 
spending of taxpayer money, which drives up inflation. Rep. Wink is on record just 
this past year voting for gender ambiguity (bill HB1076), giving government the 
potential to lock people in homes if suspected covid (bill SB3), and allowing Biden's 
unconstitutional bills to override South Dakota (bill HB1194).  Both opponents have 
Democratic party connections and vote like Democrats too often. 
 
I'm sure you are shocked at some of this - and so was I.  This is why I, John Carley, 
am running for State Senate.  I intend to be a strong leader for our area, carry the 
torch of freedom into our legislature, and represent TRUE CONSERVATIVE values 
to preserve our wonderful county. 
 
I'd be happy to speak with you further, if you'd like, and I'd be honored for your 
vote on JUNE 7th, in just two short weeks! 
 
Sincerely,  
John Carley 
For more details, visit: www.CarleyForFreedom.com 
 
 
PS - Primary election season is upon us!  With this come many mail pieces espousing 
the political views of candidates.  The best way to see through the rhetoric is to look at 
the voting records.  Here’s a rundown on some interesting bills fresh from the 2022 
legislative session: 



	
	
HB1198 - This bill would have placed either our state motto "Under God the People 
Rule" or our state seal in each public school, much like our National Motto was placed in 
each public school three years ago. Liberal Senator Lee Schoenbeck of Watertown 
ridiculed the bill and led the charge to kill it in the Senate State Affairs Committee.  This 
bill which would give South Dakota students a greater appreciation for South Dakota’s 
rich heritage and passed the House, but was defeated in the Senate State Affairs 
Committee. Representatives Tim Goodwin, Jess Olson, Becky Drury, Dean Wink, and 
Senators Duhamel, Diedrich, and Cammack voted against this bill. 
 
Gas Tax Holiday - Conservative legislators also attempted to suspend the rules of the 
House to vote on giving the people a twenty cent reprieve on each gallon of gas 
purchased over a couple of months in the fall.  Representatives Mike Derby, Becky 
Drury, Jess Olson, and Dean Wink voted against this effort to give back some of the 
people's own money.   
 
Individuals Conscience Protection Act - Conservative legislators attempted to 
suspend the rules of the House to vote on protecting individuals from being persecuted 
because their conscience precludes them from being mandated to take an experimental 
injection. Dean Wink joined every Democratic legislator to vote against this effort.   
 
HB1053 - Increase taxes - In a year with growing inflation, the odd proposal of raising 
taxes in the county was proposed.  This bill proposed increased sales tax in the 
county.  Dean Wink again joined all the Democrat legislators in voting yes to increase 
our taxes. 
 
South Dakota Citizens for Liberty graded all legislators on numerous bills. Legislators 
are scored based on their adherence to the United States and South Dakota Constitution 
and the Republican Party Platform.  The above-mentioned West River Legislators 
received the following scores on how conservative they voted. 100% being 
Conservative:  Senator Cammack 33.3%; Senators Diedrich and Duhamel 33%; Rep. 
Goodwin and Chaffee 59.1%; Rep. Wink 52.4%.  Rep. Derby 42.9 %; Rep. Drury 
33.3%; Rep. Olson 14.3%.  Scores for all legislators can be viewed at the 
scorecard http://sdcitizensforliberty.org/ 	
	
Again, with election season upon us, please do your research.  In 
these unprecedented times, it’s important to be informed to elect legislators who will best 
represent you, the people.  	
	
I, John Carley, will support and defend TRUE CONSERVATIVE values.	
	


